
 
STANISLAUS COUNTY DISASTER COUNCIL & OPERATIONAL AREA COUNCIL 

 MEETING AGENDA 
JANUARY 20, 2022  

 

Stanislaus County Disaster Council  
& Operational Area Council - Joint Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, February 3, 2022 – 1:30 p.m. 
Virtual Meeting URL: https://bluejeans.com/328308708/6510  

Phone: 1 (408) 419 – 1715     Meeting ID: 328 308 708  Passcode: 6510 
 

 
1. Call to Order        Chairman, Jeff Dirkse 

1.1 Welcome 
 

2. Roll Call         Secretary, Richard Murdock 
 
3. AB 361         

3.1  AB 361 Requirements 
 
3.2 Operational Area Council - Vote to Adopt Resolution 
 
3.3 Disaster Council - Vote to Adopt Resolution 

 
4. Public Comment Period  

Matters under jurisdiction of the Council, and not on the posted agenda, may be addressed by 
the general public at the beginning of the regular agenda. However, California law prohibits the 
Council from taking any action on any matter that is not on the posted agenda unless it is 
determined an “emergency” by the Council. Any member of the public wishing to address the 
Council during this period will be limited to a maximum of 5 minutes. 
 

5. Approval of Minutes 
5.1 Disaster Council Minutes 

 April 29, 2021         (DC & OAC combined meeting)  
5.2 Operational Area Council Minutes 

 October 15, 2020 
 January 21, 2021  
 July 15, 2021 

 
6. Agenda Items 

6.1 Approval to Accept Changes to Stanislaus County EOP - 2021 Update 
 

7. Operational Area Presentations and Reports 
7.1 Presentations:       

 District Attorney’s Office:    Brittany Harker 
Victims Advocacy Program    

 OES: Community Emergency Response   Chris Parnell 
Team (CERT): Program Update     

 
7.2 Office of Emergency Services Reports   OES Staff     

 OES Staffing Updates 
 EMS Incorporation Update 
 Stanislaus County Emergency Plan Updates  

o Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 
o Extreme Cold/Freeze Plan Update 
o Flood Planning Update 

 Fire Season Update 

https://bluejeans.com/328308708/6510
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 County Security / Fusion Center Updates  
 OES Training Opportunities 
 Legislative and Regulatory Updates 

  
7.3 Sheriff’s Department Update    Sheriff Dirkse  
 
7.4 Public Health Update     Dr. Vaishampayan 
 
7.5 Cal OES Update      Patti Tran  
  
7.6     Member Reports      Council Members 

 City of Ceres 
 City of Hughson 
 City of Modesto 
 City of Newman 
 City of Oakdale 
 City of Patterson 
 City of Riverbank 
 City of Turlock 
 City of Waterford 
 County of Stanislaus  

 
7.7 Partner Reports                          OA Partners 

 Cal OES 
 Fire 
 EMS 
 Law Enforcement 
 Agricultural Commissioner 
 Public Works 
 Utilities 
 National Weather Service 
 Other Agencies 

 
8. Announcements 

8.1 Meeting Schedules 
 The next Operational Area Council meeting will be held on April 

21, 2022  
 The next Disaster Council meeting will be held on July 21, 2022 

     
9. Adjournment 
The Stanislaus County Disaster Council / Operational Area Council, in complying with the Americans With Disabilities 
Act (“ADA”), requests individuals who require special accommodations to access, attend or participate in meetings due 
to a disability, to please contact the Disaster Council / Operational Area Council Secretary at (209) 552-3600, 
California Relay 711 or email rmurdock@stanoes.com, at least 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting to ensure that 
the Council may provide assistance. 
   
I hereby certify that this agenda in its entirety was posted on January 31, 2022 at Stanislaus County Fire Warden / 
Office of Emergency Services, 3705 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA  95357, posted on-line at www.stanoes.com and 
distributed to all council members via e-mail. Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the council members 
regarding any item on this Agenda are available during normal business hours for public inspection in the Stanislaus 
County Fire Warden / Office of Emergency Services located at 3705 Oakdale Road, Modesto, CA 95357.  
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Richard Murdock, Secretary 

http://www.stanoes.com/


RESOLUTION NO. 2201-01-DC 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS 
PURSUANT TO ASSEMBLY BILL 361 

WHEREAS, all meetings of the Disaster Council are held pursuant to the Ralph M. Brown Act, 
ensuring that any member of the public may participate in local government meetings; and  

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in 
California as a result of the threat of COVID-19 and ordered all residents to obey orders and 
guidance issued by state and local health officials, including but not limited to, the imposition of 
social distancing measures to control the spread of COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the County of Stanislaus adopted a resolution ratifying the 
declaration of local health emergency and issued a proclamation of a local emergency related to 
COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Newsom 
issued Executive Order N-29-20 suspending certain provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act in 
order to allow local legislative bodies to conduct meetings telephonically or by other means; and 

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2021, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-08-21, which, 
effective September 30, 2021, ends the provisions of Executive Order N-29-20 that allows local 
legislative bodies to conduct meetings telephonically or by other means; and 

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2021, the Governor signed AB 361 (2021) into law, which allows 
for local legislative bodies to continue to conduct meetings via teleconferencing under specified 
conditions and includes a requirement that the legislative bodies make specific findings; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor has declared a State of Emergency pursuant to Government Code 
section 8625 as has the County of Stanislaus; and  

WHEREAS, since issuing Executive Order N-08-21, the highly contagious Delta variant of 
COVID-19 has emerged, causing an increase in COVID-19 cases throughout the State and 
Stanislaus County; and  

WHEREAS, the California Department of Public Health currently recommends that all 
individuals, regardless of vaccination status, wear a mask while indoors in public spaces; and 

WHEREAS, on September 22, 2021, the Stanislaus County Health Officer issued an amended 
order requiring all individuals, regardless of vaccination status, to wear a mask while indoors in 
public spaces and to continue to follow the Centers for Disease Control’s (“CDC”) guidance for 
vaccinated and unvaccinated people; and  

WHEREAS, the Stanislaus County Health Officer has issued a letter dated September 22, 2021, 
in which she, “recommend[s] that physical/social distancing measures be practiced throughout 



our Stanislaus County communities to minimize the spread of COVID-19, including 
implementation of the newly enacted AB 361 to maintain social distancing by legislative bodies 
of our local agencies”; and  

WHEREAS, the CDC continues to recommend physical distancing of at least 6 feet from others 
outside of the household; and  

WHEREAS, California Code of Regulations Title 8, section 3205 “COVID-19 Prevention,” 
subparagraph (c)(5) states: “Training and instruction. The employer shall provide effective 
training and instruction to employees that includes the following: . . . (D) The fact that particles 
containing the virus can travel more than six feet, especially indoors, so physical distancing, 
face coverings, increased ventilation indoors, and respiratory protection decrease the spread of 
COVID-19, but are most effective when used in combination”; and  

WHEREAS, because state or local health officials have imposed or are recommending 
measures to promote social distancing, the Disaster Council desires to continue holding 
meetings via teleconferencing; and  

WHEREAS, the Disaster Council shall ensure that its meetings comply with the provisions 
required by AB 361 (2021) for holding teleconferenced meetings.  

NOW, THEREFORE, the Disaster Council does resolve as follows: 

1. The above recitals are true and correct, and incorporated into this Resolution.

2. In compliance with AB 361 (2021), and in order to continue to conduct teleconference
meetings without complying with the requirements of Government Code section
54953(b)(3) of the Brown Act, the Disaster Council makes the following findings:

a) The Disaster Council has considered the circumstances of the state of emergency;
and

b) The state of emergency, as declared by the Governor and County of Stanislaus,
continues to exist; and

c) The state of emergency due to the presence of COVID-19 in the community
continues to directly impact the ability of the members of the Disaster Council to
meet safely in person; and

d) State and local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote
social distancing.

3. The Disaster Council may continue to meet remotely in compliance with AB 361, in order
to better ensure the health and safety of the public.

4. The Disaster Council will revisit the need to conduct meetings remotely no later than 30
days after teleconferencing for the first time, and every 30 days thereafter.

5. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Disaster Council of the County of Stanislaus, State 
of California, this 3rd day of February 2022, by the following vote:  

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

___________________________________ 

(Jeff Dirkse, Chairman) 

ATTEST: 

BY: ________________________________ 

(Richard Murdock, Secretary) 



RESOLUTION NO. 2022-01-OAC 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS 
PURSUANT TO ASSEMBLY BILL 361 

WHEREAS, all meetings of the Operational Area Council are held pursuant to the Ralph M. 
Brown Act, ensuring that any member of the public may participate in local government 
meetings; and  

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in 
California as a result of the threat of COVID-19 and ordered all residents to obey orders and 
guidance issued by state and local health officials, including but not limited to, the imposition of 
social distancing measures to control the spread of COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the County of Stanislaus adopted a resolution ratifying the 
declaration of local health emergency and issued a proclamation of a local emergency related to 
COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Newsom 
issued Executive Order N-29-20 suspending certain provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act in 
order to allow local legislative bodies to conduct meetings telephonically or by other means; and 

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2021, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-08-21, which, 
effective September 30, 2021, ends the provisions of Executive Order N-29-20 that allows local 
legislative bodies to conduct meetings telephonically or by other means; and 

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2021, the Governor signed AB 361 (2021) into law, which allows 
for local legislative bodies to continue to conduct meetings via teleconferencing under specified 
conditions and includes a requirement that the legislative bodies make specific findings; and  

WHEREAS, the Governor has declared a State of Emergency pursuant to Government Code 
section 8625 as has the County of Stanislaus; and  

WHEREAS, since issuing Executive Order N-08-21, the highly contagious Delta variant of 
COVID-19 has emerged, causing an increase in COVID-19 cases throughout the State and 
Stanislaus County; and  

WHEREAS, the California Department of Public Health currently recommends that all 
individuals, regardless of vaccination status, wear a mask while indoors in public spaces; and 

WHEREAS, on September 22, 2021, the Stanislaus County Health Officer issued an amended 
order requiring all individuals, regardless of vaccination status, to wear a mask while indoors in 
public spaces and to continue to follow the Centers for Disease Control’s (“CDC”) guidance for 
vaccinated and unvaccinated people; and  



WHEREAS, the Stanislaus County Health Officer has issued a letter dated September 22, 2021, 
in which she, “recommend[s] that physical/social distancing measures be practiced throughout 
our Stanislaus County communities to minimize the spread of COVID-19, including 
implementation of the newly enacted AB 361 to maintain social distancing by legislative bodies 
of our local agencies”; and  

WHEREAS, the CDC continues to recommend physical distancing of at least 6 feet from others 
outside of the household; and  

WHEREAS, California Code of Regulations Title 8, section 3205 “COVID-19 Prevention,” 
subparagraph (c)(5) states: “Training and instruction. The employer shall provide effective 
training and instruction to employees that includes the following: . . . (D) The fact that particles 
containing the virus can travel more than six feet, especially indoors, so physical distancing, 
face coverings, increased ventilation indoors, and respiratory protection decrease the spread of 
COVID-19, but are most effective when used in combination”; and  

WHEREAS, because state or local health officials have imposed or are recommending 
measures to promote social distancing, the Operational Area Council desires to continue 
holding meetings via teleconferencing; and  

WHEREAS, the Operational Area Council shall ensure that its meetings comply with the 
provisions required by AB 361 (2021) for holding teleconferenced meetings.  

NOW, THEREFORE, the Operational Area Council does resolve as follows: 

1. The above recitals are true and correct, and incorporated into this Resolution.

2. In compliance with AB 361 (2021), and in order to continue to conduct teleconference
meetings without complying with the requirements of Government Code section
54953(b)(3) of the Brown Act, the Operational Area Council makes the following
findings:

a) The Operational Area Council has considered the circumstances of the state of
emergency; and

b) The state of emergency, as declared by the Governor and County of Stanislaus,
continues to exist; and

c) The state of emergency due to the presence of COVID-19 in the community
continues to directly impact the ability of the members of the Operational Area
Council to meet safely in person; and

d) State and local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote
social distancing.

3. The Operational Area Council may continue to meet remotely in compliance with AB
361, in order to better ensure the health and safety of the public.

4. The Operational Area Council will revisit the need to conduct meetings remotely no later
than 30 days after teleconferencing for the first time, and every 30 days thereafter.



5. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Operational Area Council of the County of Stanislaus, State of 
California, this 3rd day of February 2022, by the following vote:  

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

___________________________________ 

(Jeff Dirkse, Chairman) 

ATTEST: 

BY: ________________________________ 

(Richard Murdock, Secretary) 


